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Harborne Orchestra 

Member News 
 

Goings: At the AGM Richard Bridges stood 

down as Chair of the Orchestra after 16 years. 

Richard started the position in September 2004, 

two years after the Orchestra became an 

independent organisation. 

  

Richard has done a sterling service, even 

sometimes multi-tasking in the roles of 

Chairman, Secretary and Librarian. The AGM 

expressed thanks to Richard for all his 

dedication and hard work and to his wife Judy 

for her support.  As a mark of appreciation, they 

were presented, after the event and at the 

proper, unsocial distance, with two Dunoon fine 

bone china mugs with musical designs, and a 

3D band in a bottle card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comings:  We are pleased to welcome, virtually, 

Gopiga Thana (violin) who virtually joined us 

last February and then was immediately 

prevented from actually joining us by lock-

down. Gopiga we look forward to meeting you 

in reality as soon as eventual relaxation of Covid 

restrictions allow rehearsals to resume. 
 

Tutti 
 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to this, the first edition of ‘Tutti’, the 

inspiration for which developed from the two 

very enjoyable Zoom quizzes arranged by Jo 

and Michael. The Committee feel that it is 

important for us to keep in touch with members 

and for members to keep in touch with one 

another. It will be an occasional newsletter. 

Future editions will appear as and when there is 

some news or significant announcement to 

report.  We hope you will enjoy reading it and 

also participate in future editions.  For 

opportunities see below.  

 

Committee 
 

At the AGM the members unanimously elected 

Jill Jack as Chair. Other Committee members 

were willing to carry on and were re-elected en 

bloc. Martin Harvey said that he was willing to 

act as Secretary for a period of two years and 

was duly elected 

 

 

 

 

Committee 2020-21 

Chair: Jill Jack  

Treasurer: Caroline Marshall 

Secretary: Martin Harvey 

Librarian: Joanne Luckett 

Media/IT: Michael Osborne 
 

Conductor: John Meadows 



 
 

  
 
 
   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM 
 

The AGM on 18 September, attended by 17 

members, took place in a variety of venues 

courtesy of Zoom. Thanks to Michael and Jo for 

setting it up, including some hi-Tec whistles and 

hooters in the form of online voting!  

 

Whatever next, John conducting from a digital 

score?  

 

The minutes of the 2019 AGM were approved.  

 

Conductor’s report: John commented that the 

start of the year had been good and promising 

and a diverse programme had been played at 

the Christmas concert. The players were 

working very well as a team. 

 

He is happy to discuss the format of where and 

when concerts are performed, and noted that a 

survey had been undertaken on players’ views 

on how the orchestra might progress. 

 

John thanked the committee for their work. 

 

Treasurer’s report:  Caroline noted that there 

was a £700 deficit on the year but the bank 

balance was £2,300. The orchestra could sustain 

a loss for a while. 
 

Chairman’s report: Richard commented on the 

variety in the Christmas concert with lovely 

playing from Jo of the Telemann oboe concerto. 

Some interesting madrigals contrasted with 

Abba and ‘Chicago’. The concert made a small 

profit. In thanking the Committee Richard also 

thanked Kathryn Hancox for her kind provision 

of tea and coffee at rehearsals. And he 

especially thanked John for his important and 

ongoing commitment. 

 

Covid19 restrictions made it very difficult for the 

orchestra to meet at the moment but a reserve 

of funds existed for the future. 

80th Anniversary. 
 

The Harborne Orchestra celebrates its 80th 

Anniversary this year. The Orchestra was 

founded around 1940 as a Community 

Orchestra. For many years it was part of the 

Local Adult Education Service, rehearsing at the 

Martineau Centre. In 2002 it became an 

independent Orchestra and it subsequently 

moved to the Queen Alexander College, 

Harborne for its Friday night rehearsals.  

 

The Orchestra has been fortunate in benefitting 

from a range of conductors over the years, and 

it has flourished under our conductor, John 

Meadows, who joined us in April 2015.  

 

The Orchestra has a special ethos providing a 

lively, caring group in which we enjoy playing a 

wide repertoire from Bach, Beethoven and 

Brahms to Smetana, Rimsky Korsakov and 

Tchaikovsky, taking in Abba and musicals on the 

way. This is the first year to our knowledge that 

the Orchestra has been unable to rehearse 

together, and we hope that we will be able to 

resume playing by next spring.  

 

In the next newsletter Caroline will share 

founding members’ memories stretching back 

to one of the original, passed on to her by his 

son Roger, who played cello in the Orchestra for 

many years.   

 

Further material celebrating the orchestra’s first 

80 years will appear throughout 2021. 

Highlights and ‘photos of Harborne events, 

news of former members, and any other more 

or less connected items will be very welcome 

 

If you have any printable memorabilia e.g. press 

cuttings or ‘photos of the orchestra or even of 

Harborne in the 1940s onwards or if you would 

like to share your memories of playing in the 

Orchestra please email Martin at 

orchestraharborne@gmail.com 

mailto:orchestraharborne@gmail.com


 
 

  

Player Profile  

~ Richard Bridges. 

 

Started playing clarinet 25 years  

ago. Joined Harborne Orchestra 

 in 2002 

 

Why the clarinet? 

I saw one in a junk shop ages ago at a  

Bargain price. I never actually  

started learning it until my  

daughter started recorder. 

The challenge was for her to practice 

that, and I'd practice the clarinet. A couple of 

months later she'd given up, and I was 

hooked! 

Favourite composer? Impossible question! 

Bach – or Beethoven - or Messiaen, or Steve 

Reich! (or Bartok, or Shostakovitch, or Schubert, 

or ….) 

Favourite piece? even more impossible! Bach's 

Preludes and Fugues played by Glenn Gould, or 

Beethoven's last few piano sonatas played by 

Alfred Brendel, Stravinsky's Rite of Spring, 

Messiaen's Vingt Regards Pour L'Enfant Jesus or 

Reich's City Life. (or Bartok's 4th quartet, or 

Shostakovitch's 7th symphony, or Schubert's 

Death & the Maiden, or …) 

Least favourite? Radetzky March! Closely 

followed by My Fair Lady suite. 

Most frightening piece played? Bernstein's 

Symphonic Dances from West Side Story. 

 

What's the day job? Retirement, including 

National Trust garden volunteering at Hanbury 

Hall. I taught Mathematics at King Edward's 

School, also some Theory of Knowledge (IB!), 

some computer programming, and was in 

charge of cross country. 

 

What do you enjoy doing in your free 

time? Walking, especially mountain walking, 

gardening, going to concerts, going for a run.  

 

 

working on the hard maths/computing 

problems on the Project euler Website. 

 

 

Also, I spend a surprising amount of time 

working on the hard maths/computing problems 

on the Project euler Website. 

 

What book have you enjoyed reading 

recently? Human Traces by Sebastian Faulkes, 

A Suitable Boy by Vikram Seth. 

Family? Wife Judith (also an ex teacher) and 

daughter Emily, recently transferred from being 

frontline vet to responsibility for all new vet 

graduates in Vets 4 Pets 

Proudest achievement? Completing the 

Munros in 2005, and last year’s (2019) ascent of 

Mont Blanc. 

Harborne Orchestra - Happy memories of 15 

years as Chairman: Very many. The really nice 

people especially my comrades in 

arms/partners in crime in the wind section. 

Some great concerts including Beethoven 5, 

Dvorak 6, Mozart’s Requiem with Notorious, 

Enigma Variations, Coates’ Three Bears with 

accompanying projected visuals. A terrifying 

first rehearsal of Pirates of the Caribbean 

(Suite!) with our non-prisoner-taking deputy 

conductor. Two or three years’ ArtsFest 

performances with a wind quintet. I could go 

on…. 

From the IT Wizard 
 

We are keen that 'the outside world' knows 

Harborne Orchestra is still here, and that 

we intend to burst back into action as soon 

as it is safe.  Please use the Harborne 

Orchestra facebook page to raise our profile. 

Share interesting things to it, comment on 

and like posts, and share Page posts to your 

friends or other pages. If you come across 

things that would be good for 'the orchestra' 

to post please send them to me.  

https://facebook.com/HarborneOrchestra - 

and you don't need to be a Facebook user 

to read the page."  
 

https://facebook.com/HarborneOrchestra
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1 The Clue is in the title.  There are no prizes 

Fantasy Feature. 
 

Do you ever fantasise about your dream concert 

programme? Here’s your chance. Send in your 

ideal programme for any genre of music and 

any ensemble of instruments. The programme 

may be heavyweight, lightweight or an 

idiosyncratic mixture. You may specify the 

performers, conductors and even the venue if 

you wish. Entries will be published in future 

editions of ‘Tutti’ and the three top programmes 

as voted by our readers will secure fantastic 

prizes. 1.  
 

Here’s one for starters, a mainly fun 

programme featuring, with one exception, 

British and American music. 
 

 Mins 

MGM Jubilee Overture   a 

Themes from the great MGM movies 
19 

Arr.Peter Hope: Three American Sketches b 11 

Arr.Peter Hope: Mexican Hat Dance b   4 

Canteloube: Chants d’Auvergne; Bailero c   7 

Mackerras: Overture Pineapple Poll  c   4 

Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue       c                   17 

Marquez: Danzon Number Two  d 10 

Tomlinson: Fantasia on Auld Lang Syne  b 19 

 

a The John Wilson Orchestra: John Wilson 

b Royal Ballet Sinfonia:  Gavin Sutherland 

c CBSO: Mirga         Kiri Te Kanawa       George Gershwin  

d Simon Boliver Youth Orchestra, Gustavo Dudamael 

 

The Fantasia on Auld Lang Syne is a wonderfully 

humorous concoction by British composer Ernest 

Tomlinson who mischievously proposed that the 

‘Enigma’ theme from Elgar’s variations is based upon 

the Scottish air – indeed that all the greatest tunes 

in history are based upon it! The Fantasia includes 

129 of these tunes in 19 minutes.  Spotting – and 

naming them – is quite a challenge. The piece is not 

everyone’s cup of tea but I find it very entertaining.                                                         

Martin                                              
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Committee October 16 
 

At her first meeting as Chair Jill steered us 

through a surprisingly long agenda for an 

organisation which is currently ‘resting’. 

However, we are trying to make the most of 

enforced musical inactivity by reviewing a lot 

of admin ‘stuff’ and making sure that we are  

up  to date and on top of Covid19 and 

Safeguarding Risk Assessments, GDPR, 

appropriate insurance cover, and more 

including a revised Constitution. This would 

necessitate an Extraordinary General Meeting 

which might just take place on the next Quiz 

Night. Watch this space! 
 

The Committee decided to make a further 

payment to John as an expression of support 

during these uncertain times and in 

recognition of his contribution, not just in 

conducting but in his relationship with 

members and in upholding the ethos of the 

Orchestra as a friendly, welcoming group of 

people who enjoy making music together. 
  

Jo outlined the results of the pre-Lockdown 

Member Survey, a worthwhile exercise with 

21 members responding in a constructive way.  

Jo will make the results available to all 

members in the near future and the 

Committee hopes to use them as the basis of 

further dialogue with members.  

 

 

 

Encore: All together now 
 

We hope you have enjoyed the first Tutti and 

that you will want to join in. It wouldn’t be Tutti 

if you didn’t.  If you would like to contribute in 

any way please get in touch with Martin at 

orchestraharborne@gmail.com 

or on 0774 801 2405. 

 

 Stop Press:  Quiz Night!! 
The next quiz will be on Friday November 13th 
 

 

https://www.harborneorchestra.com/
https://www.harborneorchestra.com/
mailto:orchestraharborne@gmail.com

